Field Reports
Length:  2-3 pages, 600-900 words

Purpose:  In cultural anthropology, field reports are used to record observations about a cultural practice or artifact.  You will be using these three reports to record observations about artifacts you encounter outside the classroom and to begin practicing the analytical skills that you will need for longer essays.  You will also begin exploring how religion makes meaning in our culture, how it serves as a proxy for national or cultural identity, informs personal experience, shapes artistic vision, and serves as a set of shared symbols and metaphors.
Directions:  Select a cultural artifact or text that we have not discussed in class that makes reference to some kind of religious belief or practice.  Some possible examples include:

· Films

· Poems

· News Reports

· Visual Art

· Television Shows

· Architecture

This is a good opportunity to bring your interests and expertise into your work for this course.  One of your field reports will be expanded into a longer essay, so be sure to choose at least one artifact that you can stick with for a while. The best field reports are based on artifacts that are distinctive and specific (a particular work of art, commercial, film scene, etc.).  Artifacts that are too general (crosses, communion) tend to be unsuccessful, unless you are discussing a really specific and unusual iteration of that artifact.   
There are two parts to the actual report:  observation and analysis.  In the observation section (300 words or one page), you will describe the artifact and the religious references that drew your attention.  In the analysis section (the bulk of your essay), you will explain why these religious references are important.  For this, it can be helpful to rely on the three critical approaches we discussed in class.  Think of each approach as answering a specific question:

· Formal—how do the religious references shape the meaning of this particular artifact?  In other words:  how does the audience’s ability to recognize that reference help it make sense?
· Historical—how is this artifact’s meaning shaped by historical context?

· Cultural—what cultural debates from that historical period does this artifact address?
It would not be practical to address all three modes of analysis in one field report.  You may wish to choose one strategically.  For example, if you are analyzing a poem or a piece of art that contains dense references that require a lot of explanation just to be intelligible (“this is a reference to Ecclesiastes 1:10, and that is important because…), you may wish to take the Formal approach.  If you are examining something from the Medieval period that requires some historical background, the Historical approach would be appropriate.  Cultural may be the preferred mode for very recent artifacts with fairly obvious references but which remain “important” for what they say about our culture.  For example, you might consider how members of a religion are represented in a text (are they stereotyped?  Are religious signifiers being used to stand in for something else, like nationality?).  
