RHE 306:  Rhetoric and Writing
Course Policy Statement – Spring 2008

Instructor Info:

Ashley Squires, Instructor of Rhetoric

lasquires@mail.utexas.edu
Office Hours:  Thurs. 9:00am – 12:00pm or by appointment
Location: FAC 16 or the café area outside Starbucks in the Union
Description and Goals:
Success in RHE 306 does not entail rote memorization of content but requires a mastery of certain skills, skills that you will be able to take into any classroom in any department that requires research and argumentative writing and that will prove invaluable as you engage in public discourse on current controversial topics.  Among those skills are:

1)  Knowledge of basic rhetorical principles – ethos, pathos, logos, types of arguments, and fallacies to name a few.

2)  The ability to write an argumentative thesis and defend it with outside evidence.  This requires the ability to differentiate between an argument and an opinion and a willingness to argue passionately while depersonalizing your argument just enough to enable you to look at it objectively.

3)  Proficiency in analyzing and objectively critiquing the arguments of others in an ethical, balanced fashion.  This includes being able to note subtle differences between sources that seem on the surface to hold the same position and will necessitate the use of rhetorical concepts such as audience and context.  
4)  Competence with concise expository prose, including a command of the essential mechanics of English grammar and idiom.  

5)  The ability to conduct research using both library and internet resources, to evaluate sources and cite them in a paper.    

6)  A willingness to accept criticism of your work, whether from a peer or instructor, to approach your writing objectively, and revise your papers for content and form.  

Toward these ends, you will be engaging in a series of research and writing assignments that as a whole form a continuous semester-long project.  In the first two weeks of the semester, you will be getting acquainted with the text that serves as our rhetorical model, Luis Alberto Urrea’s The Devil’s Highway, an investigative work that deals with the plight of undocumented immigrants from Mexico and Central America.  As we discuss some of the issues that Urrea raises, you will select from a list that I provide a particular controversy suggested by this text to work on for the entire semester.

In Unit One, you will begin researching the various positions surrounding your controversy and produce a paper that objectively outlines the content of each of those positions as demonstrated in the sources you will collect.  In order to avoid falling into a simplistic pro/con trap, you will need to find at least three distinct positions surrounding your chosen controversy.  In Unit Two, you will zoom in on one position that you described in your first paper—one that you find particularly compelling or particularly not—and conduct a rhetorical analysis of a set of sources that advocate that position.  Finally, in Unit Three, you will advocate your own position on your controversy in a well crafted, persuasive paper.  


Each Unit will culminate in a 5-7 page paper that you will turn in twice.  The first submission must be peer reviewed at one of our in-class peer review sessions (arrangements can be made if missing one of these proves unavoidable), will receive a grade and extensive comments and must be substantially revised for a subsequent submission.  Since revision is a requirement for the second submission, you will not receive the same grade if the paper is resubmitted in the same or a similar state.  In fact, you will be penalized for ignoring that part of the assignment.  Though in most cases, substantial revision leads to a grade increase, this is not always so.
Course Texts

Urrea, The Devil’s Highway (required)

Faigley, Good Reasons (required)

Faigley, Little Penguin Handbook (recommended)
Grade Distribution

6 Short Assignments 

20%

Essay 1.1


Advisory (what you would get if it really counted)

Essay 1.2


15%

Essay 2.1


15%

Essay 2.2


15%

Essay 3.1


15%

Essay 3.2


15%

Oral Presentation

5%
The Devil’s Highway
Luis Alberto Urrea’s The Devil’s Highway is our rhetorical model and First Year Forum text for this school year.  We will be using it in class to suggest the controversies that you will research, but we will also be investigating its strengths and weaknesses as a persuasive text.  We have days set aside to discuss this text interspersed throughout Units One and Two.  Though the reading schedule will proceed at a relatively slow pace, it is strenuously recommended that you not fall behind.  Urrea himself will be visiting campus later this semester (details to be provided) and extra credit may be offered for attendance the event.  

Research Clusters

My goal is to engineer the selection of controversies such that we have more than one person working on each controversy.  Since it is impossible for one student to find all of the useful sources surrounding your particular controversy, you will be given some time in class to meet with your research cluster and share sources, search terms, databases, whatever you find useful.  It is nevertheless essential that your projects remain distinct from one another.  Therefore, those found freeloading off their groups will be penalized.  

The Undergraduate Writing Center

The UWC is a resource available to you free of charge.  Highly trained graduate and undergraduate consultants are available to assist you at any stage of the writing process from brainstorming to final editing.  They also have numerous books and handouts available on grammar, format, and citation form.  Many of the consultants are teaching or have taught RHE 306.  The location is FAC 211.  Hours are M-Th, 9:00am – 8:00pm and Friday, 9:00am – 3:00pm.  We accept walk-ins, but appointments can drastically reduce wait times.  Call 232-2730 to reserve a time.  You cannot meet with  UWC consultant if your paper is due in two hours or less.

Attendance and Participation  
Per the universal policy of the Department of Rhetoric and Writing, you are allowed six absences in a MWF class.  On the seventh absence, you fail the course, so it is recommended that you use your allotted six wisely.  There are no excused absences except for University approved religious holidays.  It is the student’s responsibility to turn in any work due before an absence and to obtain notes from a classmate after the fact.  You may have noted that there is no participation component of your grade.  However, most weeks will include some kind of scheduled in-class activity in which participation is expected.  If it is apparent that you have come to class unprepared, you will be excused from class and counted absent for that day.

Tardies

You will be considered tardy if you arrive 10 minutes after class has started.  Three tardies will count as an absence.

Late Papers

Papers are considered late at the end of the class period during which they are due.  I will deduct one letter grade per class day that a paper is late.  (i.e. If a paper is due Monday and you turn it in during Friday’s class, the highest grade you can receive is a C.)   
Grammar

Despite whatever impressions you may have gotten from English teachers past, I do not sit up at night thinking about the subjunctive, and I am likely to forgive a comma splice or sentence fragment here and there so long as it doesn’t make my task as a reader tortuous.  I have no official procedure for grading grammar mistakes (1 point off for every missing comma!) other than saying that if your paper does not make sense or is difficult to read, you will lose points in categories on my rubric ranging from organization to clarity to editing in addition to being responsible for your instructor overdosing on non-prescription headache meds.  Even if you elect not to purchase The Little Penguin Handbook, you will still be accountable for any of the rules you could have looked up in it.  If you have some kind of reference guide from high school or another class, you are free to use that instead.  
Academic Dishonesty

Don’t mess with this stuff.  During the first week of class, you will read and sign the Department of Rhetoric and Writing’s official policy on plagiarism.  If you have any questions about it, please do not hesitate to ask, as misunderstandings are probably the Number One reason we hold academic dishonesty hearings.  Unfortunately, the consequences are no less dire.  Furthermore, if you are unsure about citation procedures, please please please check your handbook or go to the UWC.  
