Essay III

General

In this 5-7 page persuasive essay, you will situate yourself within the “map” of positions on your controversy that you constructed in Unit I and produce an argument that advocates a particular position using the persuasive strategies analyzed and studied throughout the semester.  

Specifics

Thesis:  Your thesis should ultimately be an honest reflection of the conclusions you have drawn after working with this controversy over the course of the semester.  You may have a really clear picture of what you think needs to be done about the issue and decide to write a proposal argument.  You may have gained a clearer insight into why certain things are happening and want to write a causal argument.  You may have discovered that the accepted wisdom on an aspect of your issue is simply wrong and wish to change your audience’s mind by showing how your mind was changed.  You may have reached no clear conclusions this semester and simply want to raise awareness about the complexity of your controversy by showing the merits of two or three possible positions.  Except in truly bizarre cases, you will not be penalized for what you argue.  It all has to do with how you make your argument.  The field is wide open.

Audience:  You will determine your audience and venue for this essay, whether that be the swing voter, a reader of a partisan blog, or a broad publice like the readers of a news magazine.  Be sure to think about how you might need to defend some of the assumptions in which your opinion is grounded depending on your audience.  (Ex.  You might need to provide statistics to show that providing free healthcare to illegal immigrants is a burden on the economy before proposing a solution.)
Tone:  In the past two papers, you have maintained a mostly neutral, impersonal tone.  In Essay 3, you are being asked to argue your own position and thus have quite a bit more freedom.  You might be very formal, scientific, conversational, humorous, polemical, or satirical, but never ranting or demeaning.  Remember that your tone is part of your ethos and will influence how your audience perceives you and your argument.

Rhetorical strategies:  Now that you have analyzed how authors create arguments and learned from their successes and failures, you can now begin applying some of those strategies.  The best essays will contain all three types of appeals (ethos, pathos, and logos), have a persuasive tone, engage fairly with opposing positions, and make judicious use of devices like metaphors and anecdotes.  Successful essays also avoid fallacies by representing other positions fairly, supporting claims with sufficient evidence, and resisting the temptation to use hyperbolic language and scare tactics.  
Evidence/Research:  This paper is the culminating project for all of the research and writing that you have done thus far this semester.  Though you might consider adding additional sources to your portfolio, be it an interview, evidence that you yourself have gathered, a personal anecdote, or a literary or filmic portrayal of your issue, most of the evidence that you cite will be gathered from the secondary articles that you have been working with all semester.    
Minimum Requirements

For a C or above, each essay will:

Be 5-7 pages in length.
Be peer reviewed during the scheduled peer review session or outside of class.

Reference at least 3 outside sources, using parenthetical citations and a Works Cited page.

